October 24, 1960

Or. Willard Bascom

National Academy of Sclences
210} Constitution Avenus
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Willard:

Thank you for calling me about the biological work on the Mohole.
| am very much Interested In the constructive use of this material. B8en
Volcan! also called me the next day.

As | indicated, | do not think | can accept a primary responsibility
in this effort, partly as | am deeply Involved In prepsrations for axobiology.
Howaver, | am very much Interested and hope you will keep me informed. |If
| can help In any way please let me know. Some of the methods we develop
may be useful In the course of time. | suggested to Volcani that he conslder
Peter 3necath as a mlcrobliologist for the program. Snesath Is In London
(Natlonal lnstltute for Medical Research) and a British subject; but he
has an unusual background end interest In the problems of paleomicrobiclogy.
On a personal basis he could make for excellent llalson betwser La Jolla
and ourselves.

There are several other people who have either an unusual capablility
or interest - perhaps both - in this area. But Ben would be the loglcal
manager for a program that would be centered at La Jolla In its other
aspscts. | would suggest
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If you have the funds, perhaps you might wish to call an informal
discussion meeting of these people to help define and elicit the nost
fundamental blological interests, by analogy with the exoblology committee
of the Space Science Board. (Neediess to say, | think Stanford would be an
ideal locale for it; If you agree | would be happy to undertaks the
arrangements.) Among other things, the delineatlion and endorsement of an
Infra=biological program by such a group should help In justifylng funds
for Its implementation. | would then suggest you also bring in one or
two peuple, In addition to yourself, to brief the group on the geophysical
objectives and technical restraints of the project.

If | had thought of it sconer | would have suggested pianning this
meeting as & jJolnt session with exobiology (viz. Inner guts and outerspace).
But we are mesting on 10/29, If it doesn't come off bafore another six
months we migiht still do this.

The Hussians have bean reasonably actlve In deep marine microblology -
George Dorbyshire at the Space Science Board can possibly put you on to a
recent book by kriss in partial transiation.

#@ may have one technical contribution to make rignt now - the concentration
by flotatlon of oraanic particles out of sediments. Some Marlana Treach muck
was actually rather rich in bacteria and In what lookea to me like partly
decompusec Lissuse fraguents -~ of. woclosurs,

Yours sinceraly,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Benatics

Enc. 8“2.

cc: Or. volcani
Mr. Derbyshire



